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•eet haa been preserved in a perfect state, as well as the 
cell in which it lay for bo many months, and the empty 
•hell of its chrysalis. 

The following account of the Sphinx Atropos, is taken 
from Shaw's Zoology. 

" The upper wings are of a fine dark grey colour, with a 
few alight variations of dull orange and white. The un- 
der wings are of a bright orange colour, marked by a 
pair of transverse black bands. The body is also orange 
coloured, with the sides marked by black bars ; while 
along the top of the back, from the morax to the tail, 
runs a broad blue-grey stripe. On the top of the thorax 
is a very large patch of a most singular appearance, ex- 
actly representing the usual figure of a skull, and is 
of a pale grey, varied with dull ochre and black. When 
in the least disturbed or irritated, this insect emits a stri- 
dulus sound, something like the squeaking of a mouse ; 
and from this circumstance, as well as from the mark 
above-mentioned on the thorax, it is held in much dread 
by the vulgar, in several parts of Europe; its appearance 
being * regarded as a kind of ill-omen or harbinger of ap- 
proaching fate. Reaumur mentions that the members of 
a female convent were thrown into great consternation, at 
the appearance of one of these insects, which happened to 
fly in during the evening, at one of the windows of the dor- 
mitory. The caterpillar from which this curious sphinx 
proceeds, is in the highest degree beautiful, and far sur- 
passes in size every other European insect of the kind, 
measuring sometimes nearly five inches in length, and 
being of a proportional thickness. This caterpillar is 
principally found on the potato and the jessamine, which 
are its favourite food. It changes into a chrysalis in the 
month of September, retiring for that purpose deep into 
the earth, and the perfect insect emerging in the follow- 
ing June or July. 

The sphinx atropos is generally considered as a rare 
infect, and as the caterpillar feeds chiefly by night, 
concealing itself during the day under leaves, &c. it is not 
often discovered. Yet from some singular circumstances 
favourable to its breed, there are seasons in which it is 
even plentiful; as was the case in the autumn of 1804, 
in which the caterpillar was so common in some counties 
in England, as to be prejudicial to the potato plants 
ia some parts of Cornwall and Surrey." 
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TIRDAGLASS CASTLE. 



We here give a sketch and plan of the building, 
called by the peasantry, the Old Court, situate at Terry- 
glass, in the barony of Lower Ormond, and county Tip- 
perary, on the banks of Lough Dearg, on the river Shan- 
non. 

This building, which lies on the declivity of a rising 
ground, appears to have been a Quadrilateral one, with 
round towers at each corner. It is now so demolished 
that it is difficult to say what its original elevation might 
have been ; but it is evident from the remains of windows 
•till extant, that it consisted of at least two stories, and in- 
deed it is probable that it did not exceed that height. — 
The walls are of great thickness, when compared to the 
deration— they being at least five feet thick, and built 
with a considerable batter or inclination, for the height of 
ten or twelve feet from the foundation, which was laid 
fn the naked green sod. It is strange what walls of so 
pea* solidity could have been intended for, as this build- 
ing must have been erected long prior to the use of gun- 
powder. Indeed, the very great antiquity of the structure 
isiufficiently indicated by the fact, that no chimnev or 
(ire-place is to be found in any purtoi it. 



"WW 



ESE 




Through the wall, between the apartments D and F 
are two holes at A and B, the use of which is unknown. 
They possibly served for communicating commands from 
one room to the other. The entrance was at C, in the 
southern tower, which served the purposes of a hall, and 
was lighted by two windows, the one facing towards the 
east, and the other towards the west. The door-way 
between C and D appears to have been secured on the 
side next D, with a strong bolt, the chamber for receiving 
which is still extant. D was an apartment about twelve 
yards long, by two-thirds of that dimension in breadth ; 
and F was of equal area with D, but different in this, 
that F was lighted by windows on three sides, while there 
does not appear to have been any window whatever in 
D, The stairs, the steps of which were not more than 
eighteen inches in length, were in the south tower, and on 
the geometrical construction. The most extraordinary 
thing about this building is the eastern tower, into which 
the only entrance, now visible, appears to have been at 
a height of better than twenty feet. Ailight of narrow 
stone steps on the outside of the E. S. E. wall of^ the 
castle, led to the door of this tower, whose use it is now 
difficult to conjecture. Terryglass, or as it was anciently 
called Tirdaglass, ( i. e.) the country of the two greens 
was formerly famed for its monastery, founded by St. 
Columba, about the year 548. There is but little now 
remaining to indicate the vestiges of so celebrated a seat 
of religion. The ruins of the ancient church are spa- 
cious, but exhibit no remarkable workmanship, and the 
modern church, hard by, is also in a shameful state of 
dilapidation. 

There is a neat Roman Catholic chapel in the village. 

On the old history of this place we may remark, that it 
is related St. Patrick visited Terryglass, and there baptized 
several of the inhabitants of Thomond, who came across 
the Shannon to him. 

St. Colman, the founder of Terryglass Monastery, died 
the 13th of December, in the year 552, and was interred 
there. 

Archdall says this place wa9 destroyed in 1140, by the 
people of O'Maney, a small territory about the barony of 
Tiaquin, in the county Galway. 

The Danes destroyed and plundered Terryglass in 842, 
and the town and abbey were destroyed by accidental 
fires in the years 801, 11 12, and 1162. B. 



THE COMIC ANNUAL. 

BY MISS LOUISA HENRIETTA SIIERIDA.V. 

We have already allowed our readers an opportunity 
of judging, in some measure, of the entertainment afforded 
in this very amusing little publication, from the humour- 
ous poem entitled *' Miss-nomers," which we inserted in 
our 73d number. The work altogether overflows with 
wit and humour — and although we certainly need not 
travel to England for the one or the other, as — 

" Our own green isle more wit produces 

Than is sufficient for her uses ; 

Dublin no market is for wit, 

: Tis common, no one values it ; 

But' we export it— and our parts 

Bear highest price in foreign mart** 
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Still, who is there in Ireland that does not nice to read 
a witty reply, or a humourous story, well told ? To all such 
we recommend Miss Sheridan's "Comic Annual," as 
calculated to afford considerable amusement. We select 
the following, not SO much as a fair specimen of the work, 
hut as a right good story, embodying a description 
of scenes, admirably sketched, true to life, and many 
of which every day meet the eye of the people of 
Dublin:— 

THE CAft* 

BY LADY CLABIE; 

Upoii his back hahgaraggsd misery, — EoksoAZTD Jtfi-iET* 
"Will I run after your honour and liould the mare for 
you, will I, Captain, Sir?" said a pale-faced fctfXerdemsi- 
lion boy of fourteen years of age, to ^ E^ruce young 
Guardsman* as he cantered up oho of the priiidpd. laud- 
ing streets of Bublih. It was the OaptaitTs first campaign 
in Ireland, and determined to be Amused at all ubat came 
from the lips of a Paddy* he answered good-hum ouredly, 
*< Pray how do ydu know I shall waiic tb have my horse 
held, my hero?" 

The boy grinned from ear to citfy shewed &rbW of 
white teeth and long gumsj a national peMfority in Irish 
physiognomy. "Och$ shure ybui ' hdsidBr* I i$bdw well 
enough it is to the Square you bees going. Many's the 
time I held that same batfe fbr CaptMh Flourish before 
your honour got the revarshidtt of her. 51 Captain Mont- 
rose laughed heartily and the boy, dn'eburagcd, went on, 
«^liy therl its himself heVer hliisid the day, ior rriyself 
the fcestSr (sixpence), long life to Mm wherever he is:— 
Trbth, and I can irlsehse your honour with all the resorts 
Of the ofiisheri in the garrison for the Jear back, bar'ii it 
fefeift out of mj walk entirely." 
«m& Jdu no other: mblle o*f HVi^^ hijr lalf said Cap- 
tain Montrose, aMIsed by h^ hhiidur/ 

w Sorrow other, plaze ydurholbr j be% cOlild we, Cap- 
tain ? Shure is riot the world rim over with them Scotch 
and English forrihdrs that coiiies in Oceans 6ver$ and takes 
all de posts from hi entirely ?" 
" The posts ?" reiterated Captain Mo BlroSe* 
"Aye and troth, sir^ "not £ name over a shop dd6te> or 
behind a shop counter of the ra'M duld sort no wY at all at, 
all. Jrbtli, and I think the ladies might be sarvedby as 
dacerit a set of phizoghomies (tho' they bees Irish itself) 
as any bf the" forty eight behind Mr> Mueklegaih's coun- 
ter at aiiy rate^shure; if it wash*!; for the likes of thim, 
iMre would hot be so man 'y of lis Cads ori the walky Sirs" 
feaptaih Mdntrdse smiled at the i'ndu'etidns of the Cadj 
Who ebriceivfed that riotMhg%ais1imntlhg for the elev&i 
Mtm of the Irish palipers tb those pbsts Hes^ much ambU 
tioned, but thepatrbnage of the fe wresidenfc hohility^vhbsie 
"poverty and not their will" entitles them to the ftppel* 
latibri of rATkldfic QuiiiT*. !fc ii rarely dreairied of in 
Irish philosophy that temperance, ihdu^try „ frugality, and 
enterprise are' stepping stones to such elev&Hoft and pros- 
per% ^ f heiif iaid CJaptahi Montrose, «* you get yoitf 
bread by following gentlemen to hold their hbr§e% 
friend?** . ■ : ' -■■■.■■ 

^ad^JiMzi^urnbhbur thai'* the* ofEshirs lore ftflj 

and who would ; we follow if it was not you and the life 

of your Honor ? ami verf gdbtl bfead it is tbd, it there was 

plinty of it; and inafls Apdwer ill the season— tilaiifs 

the_ good coat and pantaloon you -will Be after throwing 

tis betwixt this arid 'StiMft plaze G6d, h added he, archly 

Poking down at his own scarcity of dress; Much ambse'd, 

jod not a little shocked ii this juvenile Mta^eeWMu* 

oiour and wretchedness in one so seemingly willing to be 

employed, Captain Mbntrose rode mftsihfly on until he 

99s roused at Carlisle M&ge by a $mi bf cattle to be 

iH^pM bf for the cbrisumptidh bf his mdr^Muhate and 
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better fed countrymen. He had lost sight, by' this inter* 
ruption, of his self- constituted dd-deicamp~--a circmn. 



*0a4 tie abbreviation of CM^t } tne mm^Mvph to servants 
ont of place in Ireland but now assumed b^ tlie IDubliii Hofs'e- 
feoys. : The Irish hdrse-bby was a c&$s of sofa & JiiipUrl^ic^ iH 
rlie dlden tira% ariit known by the name of the fiaiteetis ; every 
I^sh Gyidfife had his horse-boy, even when the Irish chief 
himself rode witbout,stirrup-s or saddle. Shakspeare is said to 
havea&slratea the protelisiohi and to have stood at the door of 
the Gflobe ; Tlieaq*? to Hi>M hbrses for the $ Jlants of his day. 



stance which seemed to be noticed by a number of rag« 
ged boys, who had taken their stand on the bridge, e v t 
dently to obtain a similar employment, and who now sur- 
rounded Captain Montrose's horse and kept pace with 
its smart trot. 

The gallant Cavalier* alighting at the post-office to put 
in some letters* a general scuffle ensued for possession df 
the horse : sbme catching at the bridle and others endea- 
vouring to mbuttt it. His presence a£ itiind dictated a 
methdd 6f disposing of this horde Of little expectants 
without their "coming between the wind and his nobility/* 
which sbureb of annoyance his English fastidiousness 
shuddered to encounter. He threw a couple of pieces of 
silver at some distance from the field of battle, and like a 
gbod geared, mads? ah able retreat when he found U 

ikrrived at the pjace of destination, his surprise was 
great at being again accosted by his new-found friend, 
Who With a scrape and ajrin said, u Shu re I was after 
tf&iifi$<fdr' ydUj C^tain Sir; I'll be bound Til be even 
wid deih knot bf spalpeens dat was harrashing de baste 
dere below al the post office j faicks I will, as fihure as my 
name is Xbrhy 2 T i%. Will I rap, Captm'n, will I Sir ? : ' 

« No," said the Captain, u no thank you, Mr. Cornelius 
Tullius, I should be sbrry to give a gentleman with so 
high . a name so humble ah office j but may I ask,'* said 
he, alighting ahd knocking at the door himself—" may I 
ask you lb explaiii the mystery of your appearance at the 
dbbr of the very house wher& I was intending to call this 
morning ?*' But the myatery could not be solved just 
then, as a Ishbwily dressed and well powdered footman ap- 
peared, whd admitted the visiter, and closed the door ori 
the iiiiehded eio^uerice of Cbrri% Irlio now mounted with 
a triumphant air « the animal," with whom he seemed to 
be bri ah ackiidwle%^d and familiar footing. 

I*atiehily, and with much bate, covering her haunches 
with the tattered reinairis of hiscdat, from the drizzling 
rain which increased each moment, for three long hours 
did this drenched and tof-fdmished child of misery slowly 
ride up and do wh one Side Of a very handsome squarCj 
Whilst the gallarit G^talh, hp U his eye'B in love and lun- 
6hebn> mad^ havbc with the hehrts and ham of his newly 
acquired acquaintarid^s. His bbn-torl constantly reminds- 
ing him, that for a first visit this was rather of the long- 
est, but then the Irish cordiality was so enticing—- and 
Irish eyes so bright, that Captain Motitrose literally tore 
himself away from ills feeihalihg hostess* &c. &c 

His kind hf^r* ti0fc tifcft oh g^iriiifig the street, and see- 
ing his htimblei shiv fei?i%i Iftfi^heaafed^ btit still grinning 
Corney, ready with stirrup ih hahd to attend him, There 
is a sort of attrattlofi hefcweeh ttib haiid lind the purse of 
a liberal EhiUlh toilillirlj lhd%taih Montrose mecha- 
nically i|dypi lb miffl m SWS feeiiilgS and Corney's 
distress by the Sifi'S Wk$% |iUt Vrafc much mortified to 
find he had alrladf efal^tied his JHhsb to his Knight'e 
Coiijf)ahi^hi of imt^h S^rttef Md Watched his move- 
ments with e&gtiititis- ari4 |ie^eivfcg thb result, with a 
sort of instinctive politeness, se|tned to feel for his em- 
barrassment^ " shure, yqur honour, it's no matter— the 
tiekt llhie. Sir* Will I btub #d ^0% fee bdlbw at de 
bartackl, ^tt^^^Wcaih-fegird bfthe tester (six- 
perice^hb, fit trbtft, 8ife bljt to Mense Voti into de way! 
dt the plafe, 6rpt|!h, and !o keep offdeni other Cadi 



dat bees tazing the strangers ?" 
.'"CeiHainly^saUl Ca ' " 



. . -v* ■ - , 4 Japtalh Montrose <l hhel t \vilt clou- 
ble_,>vh'at: firiterideci giving Jrou, M the disajppointnient ,, 
His inifiatient steed ndw bounded fonvard, and 111 
reached the BaiTacka just in time to dress for mess, 
:^^fjts |hefe dvbr sucjrgbbti furi as those trish Vis a- 
tis P 1 ' said a brottier ohlcei', to Captain Montrose, next 
md^Hibg, Jbihtih^ tb a jJlilhtibg-car ill it passed—^ B§ 
$Qvet " "' *'" """" ' '"' si "' '* " '"' 

m l«i n irm oieijcii .psyi™ *— * 

1h^;S{bhtrds|,' theBl^li-'pM'MibC M km hie-ft 
stHkd;lhar|aid. ,r ' ■ 

^Wid all di| vdlils/* WM'^ cbrnpahibh, ericte^puriri| 
tb imitate the Irish brogue; xvith &feout as rniich success <ft 




